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OLIVE TREES
A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the Reformed Presby-

terian Church, U. S. A.

No. SEPTEMBER, 1908. 9.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

CHRIST’S VIEW OF MEN AND
MISSIONS.

(Mat. 9: 35-38.)

Rev. J. S. McGaw, Morning Sun, Ia.

The chief end of the Church is missions.

A young officer, on Wellington’s staff, was

disparaging mission work among the

heathen, when the “Iron Duke” turned to

him and said, “Young man, are you a

Christian?” He replied that he was.

"Well,” said the Duke, ‘ffiow reads your

commission?” He promptly replied, “Go

ye into all the world and preach the gospel

to every creature.” “Then, sir, obey

orders,” was the General’s swift reply.

The Church is not in the world to make

men philosophers, although she teaches

the best philosophy; she is not here to

make men scientists, although she has al-

ways been the best friend of scientific in-

vestigation; she is not here to organize

governments and write constitutions,

although she teaches the wisest political

action
;
she is here to obey her Captain’s

orders; to preach the gospel; to save men
and nations ; to banish profligacy, emanci-

pate from spiritual bondage, break prison

bolts, soothe human pain, and turn the

human race out of the pathway of sin into

the highway of holiness, to proclaim lib-

erty to the captives through the Great

Deliverer, the desire of all nations.

The Church is in the world to be Chris-

tian. To be Christian, she must be Christ-

like. To be Christlike she must do as He
did. He came into the world “to seek and

to save that which was lost.” Parting with

His disciples, He said, “As My Father

hath sent Me, even so send I you.”

A youthful paint grinder for one of the

world’s great artists, evidenced remark-

able ability and talent. His friends be-

sought him to establish a studio of his

own, assuring him that he could command
large sums for his work. But he refused

to do so, saying, “I will stay right here

until I catch the spirit of my master, then

I know I shall be able to paint.” Friends,

that is just what we need. The Church

will never be able to go out into the world

and do as Christ did until she catches the

spirit of her Master. So, I have chosen

this old familiar text, because it gives to

us a glimpse of the Master in the midst

of His labors; portrays for us His con-

ceptions, His thoughts. His emotions, His

desires, His will and the kinds of w'ork

He did; briefly stated, Christ’s view of

men and missions. Its study presents the

following points for our consideration

:

THE SOURCE OF MISSIONS.

Missions have in the last fifty years

received a mighty impetus. The rivulet

of a few years ago has now widened into

a river of blessing to lost men in every

part of the known world. Trace it

through the coming days, as it is re-

vealed in prophecy, and you will find that

it is destined to widen until it becomes a
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boundless ocean, “for the earth shall be

full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the

waters cover the sea.” Trace it back to

its source, and you will find its fountain-

head in the heart of God, Who “so loved

the world that He gave His only begotten

Son.” You will find that the Son so

loved the world that He freely offered

Himself to save the perishing, saying,

“Lo, I come ; in the volume of the book it

is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will.”

Heaven had no joys for Him, so long as

man had “no hope and” was “without

God in the world.” He leaves the bosom

of the Father, bows the heavens and

comes down, and with divine earnestness

and vigor takes up the work. The text

presents Him face to face with the men
He came to save. It does more ; it catches

for us the very heart-throb of the Master

as He beheld them and noted their con-

dition
; it says, “He was moved with com-

passion on them.” In those words we

have revealed the secret, the source and

the impelling power of all Christ’s activity

for men. "Wherever He meets the lame,

the halt, the blind, the sorrowing, or the

multitudes, this is the record of Him:

“Jesus moved with compassion.”

It was this sympathetic love that

brought Him from heaven, carried Him
through all His labors, and all His suf-

fering, into the court of Pilate, up the

hill of Calvary, down into the darkness of

the grave, and up to the brightness of the

throne. Seated at the right hand of the

majesty on high, He receives the reward

of His suffering and death ;
not for Him-

self, but for men, yea, for the rebellious

also, that the Lord God might dwell

among men. Exalted to the right hand

of authority and power. He seals His

triumph by pouring out Pentecost on His

waiting Church, that Greek and Roman,

Gaul and Goth, Briton and American,

might receive the Word of Life; and

through them the gospel might be carried

to the ends of the earth.

The history of missions for twenty cen-

turies is but the record of the achieve-

ments of this same compassion of Jesus,

poured into human hearts. Each genera-

tion has received its uplift and enlighten-

ment through the consecrated toil of those

whose souls have burned with this divine

flame. Therein lies the source of the mis-

sionary zeal of the individual and the

Church. “'Let this mind be in you, which

was also in Christ Jesus,” and I am con-

fident you will take your place enthusias-

tically in the great forward movement of

the Kingdom of God among men.

THE NEED OF MISSIONS.

To realize the need of missions our eyes

must be opened to see men as Christ saw

them. The Holy Spirit reveals to us the

vision which broke upon the sympathetic

heart of Christ as He went through

Galilee; “and Jesus went about all their

cities and villages, but when He saw

the multitudes, He was moved with com-

passion on them because they fainted and

were scattered abroad, as sheep having no

shepherd.” If we would have our hearts

trained to beat with His, we will do well

to discover, if possible, what it was which

appealed to Him and touched Him so

tenderly.

1. The very vastness of the multi-

tudes appealed to Him. “When He sawT

the multitudes” as the}7 came swarming

out of the cities and villages, the awe of

numbers overwhelmed Him and stirred

His soul. Have you ever sat and con-

templated a gathering of ten or twenty

thousand people, such as often congregate

on great occasions in our cities? As you

look out upon that great sea of faces,

what thoughts crowd upon you; what joy

and sorrow, prosperity and adversity, hope

and despair, laughter and tears
;
what life

longings and hopes and disappointments
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are assembled there! Little wonder that

even Alexander, the heathen conqueror,

when he looked out upon his army, a mil-

lion strong, wept when the thought came

to him that in fifty years they would all

be dead men.

Recently a friend sent to me a picture

of a vast concourse of the people of India

gathered around one of their sacred pools

in which they bathe, in order to obtain

cleansing from sin. 0 the multitudes 1

Thousands upon thousands of them reach-

ing far back into the distance. Thousands

upon thousands who know not their right

hand from their left in the Kingdom of

God. As you study that picture more and

more, the pathos, the pity, the tragedy of

it all presses in upon you.

Now let }
7our eye sweep over China’s

four hundred millions, India’s three hun-

dred millions, Africa’s one hundred and

forty-eight millions, South America’s

thirty-eight millions and Oceanica’s forty-

nine millions, and then realize as best you

can, the reality of the fact that one thou-

sand millions of such as these have never

heard the gospel, have not had one ray

of divine hope ever penetrate their dark-

ened souls; see them, not as the blind

man’s returning sight beheld men—as

trees walking—but see them as Christ

viewed them, as immortal souls, with in-

finite possibilities for wr
eal or woe, irresi st-

ably going down to that very doom from

which every Christian jfieads with God

to be delivered. Catch that view of the

great throbbing heathen world, and you

will sit down as Jesus did on Olivet and

weep.

2. Their distress appealed to Him.
“He was moved with compassion on them

because they fainted.” The Greek word

translated “fainted” means flayed, torn,

as sheep by wild beasts. How true this

description of the heathen world ! Their

homes are the “habitations of horrid

cruelty”; their hearts filled with unutter-

able anguish, their lives with unheeded

vileness and crime against God and

nature. Morally, torn by the wild beasts

of passion and appetite, with no light, no

knowledge, no restraint; the natural man
run wild; the beast in fallen man, un-

chained and rampant. Physically, the

body mutilated with cuttings in the flesh,

wasted with self abnegation, languishing

in poverty, filth and disease. Spiritually,

devil-possessed, led captive at his will and

held in hopeless bondage; yet, out of the

depths of it all, reaching up after God, if

happily they might find Him.

Yonder in India, see the mother stag-

ger to the river’s brink, give the infant

in her arms a farewell embrace, and tear-

ing the toothless gums from her aching

breast, cast it into the waters, to be de-

voured by the waiting crocodiles, or tram-

ple it to death under her own feet in the

sands of the shore. Ho not say “cruel

wretch.” Beneath it all she has a mother

heart; she feels the pang, the grief, the

sorrow of her sacrifice. She is a wretch,

but despair for her immortal soul has

made her so. See Chundra Lela as she

tramps, foot-sore and weary, from shrine

to shrine all over India, and goes through

every ordeal of pain and self-denial of

which human intellect can conceive. Call

it superstition if you will, but that does

not answer the question—why? Go to

Africa and witness the Ashanti negro

offer human sacrifice upon a bloody altar,

and call that mere savagery if you will;

but that cruelty, that superstition, that

savagery is blinded human nature’s re-

ligion, the invention of a frenzied mind

to satisfy the hunger of the heart for

God. Beneath it all is the faet that man

is God’s child. He may be sunk in the

lowest depths of degradation, but he is

still God’s child. He can never be satisfied

until he finds God. The opening words
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of the forty-second Psalm are as truly the

heart cry of a Hottentot in an African

jungle as that of David, the sweet singer

of Israel. All the orgies of pagan religions

are but the wail of God's lost child. “As

the hart panteth after the water brooks,

so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God !"

Their system of religion is the best to

which unguided human intellect can at-

tain. It is to them deep, desperate,

awfully solemn truth. With them as with

us it is an infinite thing to live. “They

are just as anxious about the shapeless,

immense, overshadowing, fathomless

something which we call the future as we

are; just as restless under the chidings

and goadings, the warnings and pleadings,

the promises and prophecies of that sleep-

less, uncompromising, stinging something

we call conscience as we are; just as

trembling and fearful, just as. desperate

and cowering before that all-pervading

idea of a great unseen, all-seeing, un-

known, all-knowing God as we are." They

put their soul's eternity at hazard, no less

readily than we do. In despair to find

God, they plunge into those self-imposed

ordeals, only to come forth flayed, man-

gled and torn in heart and body, with the

aching void still unfilled and unsatisfied.

Can a Christian look upon that and not

be moved with compassion? But more:

Shall we not be moved to action when we

see a thousand millions of such as these

on this globe and with our light know

that bending over all, with outstretched

arms, stands the great sympathetic

Christ, saying in tenderest tones, partic-

ularly to such as these, “Come unto Me
all ye that labor and are heavy laden

and ye shall find rest for your souls" ?

3. Their utter helplessness appealed to

Him. “He was moved with compassion

on them because - - -they were scattered

abroad." Here again the Greek word is

stronger than the English translation. It

means prostrate, and helpless to help

themselves.

With all their religions, the lines on

the face of the heathen are all downward.

Go to our Indian Mission (which is the

shortest trip you can take to find utter

heathenism, being brought under the in-

fluence of the Gospel), and as you sit on

the chapel platform you will find that it

is not difficult to discern the believers and

the unbelievers by the hope or despair

written upon the countenances before you.

“It is not in man to direct his steps" or

light himself back to God and joy of heart.

That book entitled “The Light of Asia,"

should never have seen the press. It

ought to be called “The Light that

Failed." Neither Buddhism nor Con-

fucianism have any light or life for men.

Both have had the best opportunity that

any religion has had to manifest the best

that is in them. Buddhism has had the

keenest intellects in all the world. Con-

fucianism has been walled in through the

centuries, thus carefully guarded from all

contamination or intrusion of the outside

world
; has had .one race to work upon

;

and has been fostered by both the govern-

ment and the people; yet, after almost

three thousand years, Asia remains' where

it began, in foul stagnation. The philos-

ophy of Asia's religions has not a grain

of material, moral or spiritual progress

in it.

The morals of the systems are exactly

what we might expect. There is no lit-

erature in India fit to be read. It is to

the credit of the women that they attend

the temple services at night. Slavery is

incorporated as part of their religion.

Prostitution is an almost general practice

of India. Infanticide is commended in

both China and India. Natural affection

is deadened. The people pray to three

million gods and as many devils. The

lands are full of crimes for which Chris-
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tendom has no names, seething in cor-

ruptions of which we have no conception.

And criminals are canonized.

This is the light of Buddhism and Con-

fucianism, the best product of heathenism

under the best conditions; and Moham-
medanism is no better. Their fruits

prove that the world is prostrate without

the gospel.

4. Their lack of spiritual guides ap-

pealed to Him. “He was moved with

compassion on them because they were

as sheep having no shepherd.” The Jews

upon whom Jesus looked that day had the

knowledge of God; they had the only

temple of God, the only Book of God, the

only religion of the living God on earth

;

yet, Christ pitied them because they had

no better religious leaders than the

Scribes and Pharisees. But what was the

condition of the Hebrews compared with

that of the peoples of the earth wrho have

not one word of divine truth, and whose

religious leaders are as ignorant and, if

possible, more wicked than the people

themselves? Christ said, “If the blind

lead the blind, both shall fall into the

ditch,” and there the heathen world, priest

and people, lie wallowing in misery, sin

and pollution. If it means anything to

us to have Christian pastors and teachers,

it means inconceivably more to them.

There is not a Christian convert in these

lands who is not ready to say with our

Indians, “I am so glad that the heavenly

Father kept me alive until the missionary

.came.” Everything in their life now dates

from the day they first heard the gospel

and God gave them those who would lead

them in the “Jesus road.”

The old question comes ever anew,

“How shall they- believe in Him of whom
they have not heard; and how shall they

hear without a preacher
;
and how shall

they preach except they be sent?”

The needs of the people constitute the

Macedonian cry of the present. This

touched Christ’s heart. If we have his

spirit, it will touch ours and lead us to

heed that cry.

THE WORK OF MISSIONS.

The question of what kinds of work

the Church should do in mission lands

is easily settled when we know what Christ

did : “Jesus went about all the cities and

villages teaching in their synagogues and

preaching the gospel of the Kingdom and

healing every disease among the people.”

This record of Christ’s activities teaches

us the zeal, the energy and the thorough-

ness with which the Church should carry

forward the work; but it also teaches the

departments of missionary effort which

Christ’s example authorizes.

1. Teaching. This duty is being met
by the Church in the work done by col-

porteurs and Bible readers
;
in establishing

schools, colleges and universities; and in

the instruction and personal work done by

the missionaries and native assistants.

2. Preaching. While schools have

their place, they are inadequate without

the regular preaching of God’s Word.

Christ’s command is, “Preach the Word,”

the gospel of the Kingdom, the good

news of a crucified and risen Lord, mak-

ing possible by His death and exaltation

a kingdom of light and salvation, of love

and truth, of purity and joy, of holy

lives and happy homes, of enlightenment

and civilization and heaven in the end.

How the islands wait for it, and the con-

tinents unconsciously long for it ! How
Christ hastened with it from village to

village and city to city! Thus setting the

pace for the Church to follow in all suc-

ceeding centuries.

3. Ministering to the sick. There

are some who doubt the obligation of the

Church to send medical missionaries and

establish hospitals. They forget that

Christ was the first great Medical Mission-
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ary, and that ministering to the sick was

a distinct department of His labors.

“And Jesus went about all their cities and

villages - - - healing every sickness and

every disease among the people.” When
He sent out the twelve. He said, “As ye

go, preach,” but also “heal the sick,

cleanse the leper, raise the dead, cast out

devils; freely ye have received, freely

give.” Just as certainly as He command-
ed and empowered the disciples to do this

work, so certainly has He given to us the

medical science and skill of our day and

commanded that it be as freely given as

it has been received.

We need only to compare a heathen

sick room, with its darkness, filth, ignor-

ance, neglect and cruelty with one in

Christianized America, where every care

and comfort is bestowed on the sick, to be

satisfied that if our Lord had never 'said

one word about it, Christian pity in the

name of humanity ought to send the pos-

sibility for all that we enjoy to our fel-

low-men.

THE URGENCY OF THE CALL TO MISSIONS.

“Then saith He unto His dfsciples,

The harvest truly is plenteous, but the

laborers are few.” This presents Christ’s

reasons for haste in the work.

1.

The heathen are pn cious to Christ.

Note the name by which He describes

them, “the harvest.” He looked upon

them as the great reward of His suffering

and death. His great desire is to have

them gathered into His Kingdom. The

heavenly Father knew His Son and what

He most longed for, so He said, <fAsk of

Me, and I shall give Thee the heathen for

Thine inheritance and the uttermost parts

of the earth for Thy possession.” When

the last redeemed soul is gathered home,

“He shall see the travail of Elis soul and

shall be satisfied.” This was the joy set

before Him for which Fie endured the

cross. If we appreciate His cross we will

hasten to gather jewels for His crown

of rejoicing.

2. There is now the greatest opportu-

nity. “The harvest truly is plenteous.”

When Jesus spoke these words the known
world covered a comparatively small area,

and was for the most part inaccessible.

As the Church has grown in numbers

through the centuries, God has enlarged

the map in ever increasing proportion.

It is in our day alone that the truth of

this text can be fully realized. We speak

of the many “open doors,” but the fact is

there are no doors. The walls of the

world have been taken down. With a

few exceptions, the missionary may go

where he wishes. Modern invention has

made the world a community. We are

nearer to China’s millions than Paul at

Jerusalem was to Rome. God by His

providence has made the harvest plen-

teous and is speaking to the Church of

to-day in unmistakable terms to go in

and possess these lands in His name.

3. The fores in the field are in-

sufficient for the work. “The laborers

are few.” The only way Christ has chosen

to reach any man or any land is in the

company of the missionary. In the gospel

commission He says, “Go ye - - - and

lo, I am with you.” You go and I will

go, but not otherwise. In His omnipo-

tence He could regenerate the world with-

out the use of men, but that is not His

plan. He has placed the responsibility

upon His Church. If Christ looked upon

the multitudes of His day and then on

the little band of men who followed Him
and considered the force inadequate, even

though a Pentecost was awaiting them,

can He not say the same thing to-day,

when one billion of souls sit in darkness

and only about fifteen thousand men and

women are engaged in the work of taking

Christ to them? When John R. Mott

made a tour of the mission fields of the
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world, he reported that he did not find a

station that was not undermanned and the

missionaries overworked.

4. There is much to be lost by delay.

John tells us that Christ said, “Lift up

3
rour eyes and look on th.e fields, for they

are white already to the harvest.” Every

farmer knows that unless ripe grain is

gathered at. once it goes down and per-

ishes. How he hurries to put every avail-

able man to the work, that the fruits of

his toil be not lost. Christ’s harvest is

going down daily by the thousands, and

there be but few that take the fact to

heart.

But it is for our day to see the grandest

fulfillment of this text. In a special way,

as never before, the fields are white for

the harvest. Communication with Chris-

tian countries has taught many of India

and China that their religions have not

done for them what Christianity has done

for the lands that have embraced it. Con-

sequently, they are forsaking the religion

of their fathers. Unless the Church now

meets the crisis, the next step' for them is

infidelity and opposition to any and all

religions; and as in Japan, after the re-

jection of Buddhism, the Church will

have a long wait for another opportunity

to evangelize these lands. The Church

ought to come forward at once and supply

the need. Grant’s dictum should be the

action of the hour, “In a crisis bring up

the reserves.”

THE POWER OF MISSIONS.

“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the

harvest that He will send (thrust) forth

laborers into His harvest.” These words

present our Lord’s concise statement of

the forces for the evangelization of the

world.

1. Laborers. God’s call is not for

men and women who are merely mission-

aries, but laborers
;

not those who are

carried into the enterprise by the charm

of being a missionary, but those who are

practical, who know how to work and are

ready for any kind of hard work—men
and women whom God has “thrust

forth,” who have upon their hearts and

consciences the burden Paul had when he

said, “Woe is me if I preach not”—men
and women dedicated to the Lord’s ser-

vice, whom He has consecrated by the in-

filling of His Holy Spirit; men and

women who know what it is to agonize for

souls, who have the spirit of an Alexander

Duff, who in old age and weakness, as he

pleaded with Scotland for more mission-

aries, said, “If you have no more sons for

India I will go back myself and die

there”
;
men and women who have staying

qualities, who, like Judson, could if neces-

sary, wait fifteen years for the first con-

vert; men and women with the faith of

a Mary Moffat, who in the depths of

African darkness, without the least evi-

dence to encourage her, could write home
for the communion plate, which arrived

three years afterward, on the day be-

fore it was needed.

2. Prayer. “Pray ye therefore.” The
Lord’s “ye” means the whole Church.

The “therefore” implies that we pray with

a vision of the world’s need before our

eyes and upon our hearts. Pray for the

work, the workers and for more workers.

Get into the spirit of that prayer. The

consecration of Gethsemane is in it. Get

your heart so attuned with Christ’s that

you can catch the sob of the Master in the

darkness of the garden when He cried,

“Father, not My will, but Thine be done.”

That prayer means the surrender of our-

selves to God; its true spirit is, “Lord, if

it be Thy will, here am I, send me; if

not Thy will that I should go, then I will

send.”

3. Money. This is not mentioned in

the text, but it is included in the prayer.

No one can conscientiously pray that
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others be sent unless he intends to help

support th^m, and that means money.

The need of the hour is that the Church,

now abundantly supplied with wealth,

should realize the close relationship be-

tween money and the gospel commission.

To do this we must have a clear view of

what money is. Money is human vitality,

flesh and blood, brain and brawn, collect-

ed, compressed and concentrated, stamped

in gold and printed on paper, ready for

storage, transportation or work. Your

money is your body, abilities, energies and

time, coined. Now then, Paul says, “I

beseech you therefore, brethren, by the

mercies of God, that ye present your

bodies a living sacrifice, holy and accept-

able unto God, which is your reasonable

service.” Is it not plain, then, that if a

man cannot go into the pulpit or take ship

for China or Syria, that it is his duty to

go right on with his God-appointed voca-

tion, transform his body into money and

give that? If you cannot lay your bod}*

on the altar a living sacrifice, there is but

one alternative to the Christian—come on

with your money. The proportion of our

earnings we give measures our love to God

and men, our interest in the Kingdom,

and our consecration to the service.

4. “The Lord of the Harvest.” This

is the title Jesus Christ claims and would

be known by in His relationship to mis-

sions. The field and the harvest and the

work are His. Seated upon the throne

of His glory as the owner and supervisor,

with all authority in His hands, He calls,

equips, empowers, guides and protects the

workers and manages the work. To the

Church He says, “Pray ye therefore the

Lord of the harvest.” Should not that

insure the answer to our prayers? To the

missionary He says, “Go, and lo, I

am with you all the days, even unto the

consummation of the age.” Bright days

and dark: days, glad days and sorrowful

days, days of success and days of failure,

all the days and every day; until mission-

ary work is ended and every soul has heard

the gospel. “Lo, I,” the Power older than

all histories, deeper than all experiences,

stronger than all opposition, under all

societies, over all governments, back of all

events—the infinite, omniscient, omnipo-

tent, unchangeable God, “am with you;”

you cannot fail.

At the Columbian Exposition there was

a building covering twenty acres. In it

were gathered the representatives and ex-

hibits of all the families of men. The
lighting of that vast building was a prob-

lem. Modern genius ran wires and elec-

tric apparatus everywhere, up the walls,

over the rafters, along the beams, about

the galleries and through the aisles. It

required work and time, genius and

money, together with the thought and

careful supervision of the foreman, in

whose mind the whole plan reposed, to run

all the wires, hang all the arcs, plant all

the batteries, place all the switches, and

have all converge to one point. Day after

day the work went forward midst toil and

danger. The visitor could see nothing ac-

complished
;
each night found the build-

ing in darkness, except here and there a

faint glimmer where workmen were toil-

ing. But finally, at the moment ap-

pointed, in the gathering darkness, a hand

touched the button, and instantly, as by

magic, the whole of that great building

—

wall and ceiling, booth and aisle, and

passage—was scintillating with light, and

the quarters of Briton and Eussian, Ger-

man and Swede, Frenchman and Italian,

Turk and Hindu, Chinaman and Jap-

anese, Eskimo and South Sea Islander,

were bathed in light ec[ual to the light of

day. So, my friends, as the Church and

the missionary toil on in the darkness,

they are patiently preparing the way for

the illumination of the world. I grant
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you that it often appears as though noth-

ing was being accomplished; that there

often seems to be little return for life and

time and money and energy expended in

the different fields
;
but the enterprise has

back of it the omnipotence of God, and

over it the wisdom and genius of the

“Lord of the harvests,” and some day, in

God’s appointed time, under the hand of

the Great Master of Assemblies, nations

shall be born in a day, every nook and

corner of the earth shall be filled with the

light of the knowledge of the glory of the

Lord, and the kingdoms of this world

shall become the Kingdoms of our Lord

and of His Christ.

Are you willing, brother, to assist in

laying the wires in Syria, China and

America, that those fields for which the

Covenanter Church is responsible may in

that day, with all the regenerated world,

burst forth into shining with the light

that glorifies God ? May God grant us all

the spirit and mind and heart of Christ

in this matter.

A letter from Mr. Walter T. Miller, dated June 23, 1908, informed us that he had

received the bequest of the late Rev. D. J. Shaw, amounting to $11,524.71. But, as

the money came to the Treasurer in the form of a check on a bank in New Alex-

andria, Pa., he had to pay $11.52 for its collection. Our readers will recall that

Mr. Shaw, some years before his death, had given $1,200 for the erection of a

missionary home in Nicosia, Cyprus. “To do good and communicate forget not,

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

With tears streaming down his face, a man stood beside the coffin of his dead friend

and simply said, “He made me better.” Is there any one in the wide, wide world

who can conscientiously say this of you when you lie dead? Take time to reflect a

moment on this proposition. In an old copy-book appeared this : “Lost somewhere be-

tween sunrise and sunset, two golden hours, each set with sixty^ diamond minutes.

No reward is offered
;
they are gone, and gone forever.” Are 3

rou frittering away your

golden opportunities for making this world better?

Phillips Brooks said, “I want to live, if God will help me, such a life that, if all

the men in the world were living it, this world would be regenerated and saved. I

want to live such a life that, if every man were living in it, the millennium would be

here; nay, heaven would be here, the universal presence of God.”

—

Rev. J. P. Hides.

###
There are in the average church three classes of people, the Reliables, the LTnre-

liables and the Liables. On those who make up the first class you can depend ab-

solutely and always. May their tribe increase! On those of the second class you

can never depend. They have attained a certain sort of reliability in being always

unreliable. They may be crossed entirely out of any book of expectation of service or

use. It is, perhaps, those of the third class that most bring gray hairs and wrinkles

of concern to the pastor and to those charged with the administration of affairs. You
never know how to take them nor where to find them.

—

Zion's Advocate.

Never did any soul do good but it came readier, to do the same again, with more
enjoyment. Never was love or gratitude or bounty practiced but with increasing joy,

which made the practicer still more in love with the fair act .—Earl of Shaftesbury

.
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Latak a, Syria.—The following letter,

dated June 10
; 1908, is from Rev. S.

Edgar, as any one would know even with

his name left out:

On last Lord’s Day the brethren in

Latakia were renewing their vows of loy-

alty to their Redeemer in remembering

His words, “This do in remembrance of

Me,” and all felt that it was another sea-

son of spiritual uplift. Preparatory ser-

vices began on Wednesday and continued

daily until Sabbath. The attendance was

good throughout, interest evidently in-

creasing at each service. The action ser-

mon was preached by Brother McFarland,

and from all reports it was an excellent

presentation of the work of our Saviour

on behalf of the sinner. While I got noth-

ing from the sermon, I could not but

notice the ease with which the message

was given
; it seemed as though the spirit

of prayer that preceded the Sabbath was

in evidence, as the words came with such

readiness. All rejoice in Brother McFar-

land’s gifts in the use of the language.

Brother Stewart did the rest of the work

save an English sermon given by the

writer.

On Friday evening two boys from the

boys’ school met with the session and were

examined, and I feel free to say that the

answering of those boys would be counted

a credit to any home in our Church, and

also to any of our sessions. And yet these

boys know nothing of home training

save as the Covenanter Church has made
a home for them in the school here. It is

always a season of gratitude to see the

children coming voluntarily to acknowl-

edge what the Master has made known to

them of His love, and so both at home

and here we ought to thank the Lord for

answering prayers that have been offered

at family altars for the reaching of hearts.

To see them coming this way is a testi-

mony to the fact which some one has put

in these words, “The soil is not dead, it

is only dry,” and this is surely true here

in Syria. Where we have the opportunity

to water the dried lives there is always re-

newing of life, showing that it is not dead

soil. We cannot but lament the fact that

we are hindered on every hand from culti-

vating the dry ground which might be

yielding a great harvest to the glory of the

Christ.

Robert Stewart came before session this
.1

time, claiming his privileges, and was re-

ceived into the membership of the Church.

Recently the news came to us of the clos-

ing of the school in Gunamia. One of the

Sultan’s servants came down on a Sab-

bath morning with all his power and ar-

rested a little bell for keeping company

with the Christians, and arrested a Bible

for giving them light, and also a History

of the Reformation for being so far away

from home, and these, with the teacher,

were taken to the local headquarters for

trial. The teacher was soon freed, but the

other prisoners were still in confinement

on the last reports. If they only give the

“old Book” a chance, it may do some good

things ere it is turned out. This closing

of the school in Gunamia closes another of

our doors, but we hope that it will be only

for a few weeks, as this is one of our most

promising fields. The last word from

Tartoos was to the effect that the enemy

was quiet for a little, and the school in

good working order again, and attendance

increasing.
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All in the station are in good health and

prosecuting their respective duties with

zeal, save the new workers that wrestle

with the language; they are in good

health, but little to prove their zeal, as it

seems that it takes time for Arabic to

soak in.

We were glad- to have a chance to say

farewell to the Misses Sterrett, who called

on us the other morning on their way

home. If the presence of Miss Sterrett,

of Mersina, has the same influence at

home that it has in her field, Asia Minor

will be the richer for her furlough, and

the home Church refreshed.

We are planning to spend the summer
at Guzne, Brother McFarland’s family

also. We leave for there next week. The

weather is getting very hot, and the new-

comers seem to 'feel the heat and are

hoping for cooler climes. Brother Stewart

and the teachers in the schools stay here

until the work closes, then they separate,

some to Kessab and some elsewhere. I do

want to add that I believe Brother Stewart

is improving in his pulpit work, for I now
know when he says Amen.

At a meeting of the workers last even-

ing, the following appointments were

made for the summer: Teacher Jebra to

Suadia, Najeeb to Gunamia, and Anton-

ius to Inkzik. Farrah, one of the boys

who graduated this spring, was appointed

teacher for the boys’ school here, to take

the place of Mallim Bolus. Another at-

tempt is to be made in opening a school

at Merj or a neighboring village, the for-

mer teacher from this place asking for the

same on behalf of the people.

We attended clinic this morning and

found the same story of dirt, disease,

neglect and sin that you have often heard.

There are ten patients in the hospital at

present. While I was there Dr. Balph cut

off* a toe. The patient was a woman from

one of the villages. The foot, before he

touched it, was a horrible sight. So your

workers are busy in that part of the work,

and all are delighted in the appointment

of Miss Elsey. Her help will mean much
to the Doctor and to the work.

As we come to the end of another school

year we cannot but plead that the teach-

ing of the word and the preaching of it

may be blessed by the Spirit to the boys

and girls, so that as they return to their

homes ihey may show the power of the

gospel in them.

Mrs. Edgar is in good health and

rapidly gaining her former strength For

the goodness of the Lord, we are grateful.

Trust the cooler clime in the mountains

shall be helpful to all.

#
In a personal letter of July 8, 1908, Dr.

Balph writes that the conditions on the

field are discouraging m general. The

death of Mr. Juraidini, who was suddenly

taken away June 26, 1908, a good man
and a faithful worker, leaves us without a

licentiate, and the workers are hard to

keep—better advantages and wages else-

where. The opposition of the government

is very decided, and many of our native

people are coming far short of our expec-

tations. But the Lord reigns, and it is a

small matter with Him to change all these

conditions.

%
For reasons known only to the mis-

sionaries, but, we are sure, for good rea-

sons, there are no letters from Asia Minor,

Cyprus or China. The home Church is

still desirous of having regular news from

these fields.

In Burmah there are 219,000 Burmese Christians, and 200,000 Christian Karens,

and 500 self-supporting churches.
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ax home:.

Hopkinton, Iowa—Report of the L. M.
Society of Hopkinton Congregation for

1908:

We are at the close of another year of

our society’s work, which, we trust, has

not been in vain. Our hearts are saddened

by the removal, by death, of one of our

most faithful members, Mrs. Nancy
Cormany, and though we miss her sadly,

we bow to the will of God, knowing that

“He doeth all things well.”

Eleven regular meetings have been held

during the year, with an average attend-

ance of twelve members. Two new mem-
bers have been added to our list, making

a total membership of twenty-eight. Our

annual meeting was held in April and was

an encouraging and interesting one. The
work of the society has been carried on

with much interest and earnestness the

past }
rear.

Mrs. Mary Wallace, Secy.

The treasurer reports the following ex-

penditures for the year closing April 30,

1908:

To Domestic Mission $10.00

Thank Offering at Pres. Con 17.50

Semi-Centennial Fund 12.00

Aged People’s Home 26.00

For Cook Stove for Basement of

Church 5.00

Kansas City Church 5.65

Support of a Child in Syrian Field 50.00

Miscellaneous : 20.85

$147.00

The society also sent a barrel of cloth-

ing to the Southern Mission, and a box of

fruit to the Aged People’s Home.

Mrs. Anna Donahue, Treas.

Morning Sun, Iowa.—Mrs. Jane Will-

son McKibben was born in Allegheny

County, Pa., Dec. 17, 1815, and died in

Morning Sun, March 27, 1908. The

Women’s Missionary and Aid Society has

adopted the following resolution:

In the death of Mrs. McKibben, in view

of her long and useful life, our society

and the congregation lose a faithful, con-

sistent member, who, from earliest years,

was a devoted member of the Church,

abounding in good works both among her

relatives and those who were her neigh-

bors.

We should strive to emulate her ex-

ample in a life of service, whether it be

long or short.

In giving expression of our sympathy

to her immediate family we express our

gratitude that she died in the hope of a

blessed immortalhy, and that her works

do follow her.

Committee.

Sterling, Kansas

—

Report of the L. M.
Society from May 1, 1907, to March 31,

1908

:

We have a membership of thirty-three

and have held nine regular meetings and

three work meetings. Four new names

have been added to the roll during the

past year. Death has entered our ranks

and called two of our members to the

great beyond—Mrs. Esther Williams and

Mrs. Belle T. Dodds. We would acknowl-

edge in these removals the hand of One

Who doeth all things well, and feel admon-

ished to
<fbe also ready.”

Rev. E. L. McKnight gave us a short

address in our May meeting, which we

appreciated very much.

Letters have been read in our meetings

from our missionary workers, Miss Zada

A. Patton, and our pastor, Rev. J. B.

Dodds, which were very encouraging to us.

And now, during this coming year, may

we be more devoted and consecrated to
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this work, and give more cheerfully and

generously to His cause than ever before.

Bertha Snair, Secy.

Treasurer's Report.

Balance brought forward $9.78

Semi-Centennial collection 37.03

Dues, etc 29.25

Total $76.06

To Tarsus building $37.03

Supplies for Latakia box. 14.24

Freight and sundries 9.14

Church repairs 5.00

Total $65.41

Balance $10.65

Value of box to Latakia .$30.75

Lizzie S. Edgar, Treas.

Winchester, Kansas—Our Heavenly

Father has again been pleased to call to

Himself one of our dearly loved co-

workers, Mrs. E. J. Getta, who died Nov.

9, 1907, and we desire to place on record a

tribute of our love and esteem to her

memory.

She was a true servant to her Master,

loved the house of God and all its ordi-

nances, a devoted Bible reader, had great

concern in and love for the missions of the

Church, manifesting her interest in many
ways. She was a woman of marked in-

telligence and true to her convictions. Her

cheerful disposition, sunny smile and lov-

ing, helpful words won many friends

among all who knew her. Truly we may
say, “To know her was to love her.” In

her home she was a loving mother, de-

voted wife, and an ever wise counselor.

During the last year of her life she suf-

fered affliction and much pain, but her

faith never wavered, and as the end drew

near, and she longed to depart, yet she

would patiently say, “It is good that a

man should both hope and quietly wait

for the salvation of the Lord.” We com-

mend her bereaved children to the -God

of all consolation.

M. A. Coulter,

N. A. French,

Lou O’Neil,

Committee.

York, N. Y.—Mr. William Cullings

died April 26, 1908. Mr. Cullings was a

son of James and Margaret (Simpson)

Cullings, and was born Jan. 23, 1844, in

York township, Livingston Co., N. Y.

On April 26, 1870, he made a public con-

fession of his faith on Christ and united

with the Reformed Presbyterian Church

of York, N. Y. On Oct. 17, 1877, he

married Miss Elizabeth Darrow, of

Princetown, N. Y., who survives him.

Mr. Cullings was a humble, earnest

Christian, highly esteemed in the Church

of which he was a member, and in the

community in which he spent his entire

life. He was called upon in the Provi-

dence of God to endure much tedious suf-

fering through a period of many years,

and especially during the last year of his

life. But he bore it all with a patience

which was manifestly the fruit of divine

grace. He has entered into his reward.

The message of his life is that of the

Psalmist, “Wait on the Lord : be of good

courage, and He shall strengthen thine

heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.”

J. B. G.

Profound learning can never take the place of familiar and everyday contact with

men and women. To move the world we must know the world. To influence men and

women we must appreciate their condition and be in some sense familiar with the

things in which they are interested. It is only in this way that learning can have

its rightful influence over the lay mind .—United Presbyterian.
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TESTIMONY TO THE VALUE OF
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

TESTIMONY OF HON. WILLIAM H. TAFT.

At Carnegie Music Hall, New York,

April 20, 1908, Mr. Taft delivered an

address on “Missions and Civilization,”

in which he said among other things:

- No man can study the movement

of modern civilization from an impartial

standpoint, and not realize that Chris-

tianity and the spread of Christianity

are the only basis for hope of modern

civilization in the growth of popular self-

government. I am here to speak of

foreign missions from the standpoint of

political governmental advancement, the

advancement of modern civilization, and I

think I have had some opportunity to

know how dependent we are on the spread

of Christianity for any hope we may have

of uplifting the peoples whom Providence

has thrust upon us for our guidance.

“Foreign missions accomplish—I did

not know it till I went into the Orient—

a

variety of things. They have reached the

conclusion that in order to make a man
a good Christian you have got to make him

useful in the community and teach him

something to do and give him some sense

and intelligence. So connected with every

successful foreign mission is a school,

ordinarily an industrial school. You have

also got to teach them that cleanliness is

next to godliness, and that one business of

his is to keep himself healthful; and so,

in connection with every good foreign

mission, they have hospitals and doctors,

and the mission makes a nucleus of mod-

ern civilization, with schools and teach-

ers, a physician and a church, and in that

way, having educated the native, having

taught him how to live, then they are

able to be sure that they have made him

a consistent Christian. The real fact

is that every mission in China is a nucleus

for the advancement of modern civiliza-

tion. China is in a state of transition.

China is looking forward to progress.

China is to be guided by whom ? It is to

be guided by -the young Christian students

and scholars that either learn English or

some other foreign language at home, or

are sent abroad to be instructed, and who
come back, and whose words are listened

to by those who exercise influence at the

head of the government. Therefore it is

that these frontier posts of civilization

are so much more important than the

mere numerical account of those who are

converted, or those who yield allegiance

to the foreign missions seems to make
them, and I speak* from the standpoint,

as I say, of political civilization in such

a country as China. They have, I think,

some three thousand missionaries in

China. The number of students last year

was thirty-five thousand. They go out

into the neighborhood, and they cannot

but have a good effect throughout that

great Empire, large as it is, to promote

the ideas of Christianity and the ideas of

civilization.

“ It is through the foreign missions

that we must expect to have the true pic-

ture of Christian brotherhood presented to

those natives, the true spirit of Christian

sjunpathy. In the progress of civilization

you cannot overestimate the immense im-

portance of Christian missions. If in

China to-day you try to find out what the

conditions are in the interior, you consult

in Pekin the gentlemen who are supposed

to know, and where do you go? You go

at once to the missionaries, the men who

have spent their lives far advanced into
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the nation, far beyond the point of safety

if an uprising takes place, and who have

learned by association with the natives, by

•living with them, by bringing them into

their houses, by helping them . on their

feet, who have learned what the secret of

Chinese life is ; and therefore it is that the

only reliable books that you can read tell-

ing you exactly the condition of Chinese

civilization, are written by these foreign

missionaries, who have been so much
blamed for involving us in foreign wars.

It is said that the Boxer war was due to

the interference of the missionaries and

the feeling of the Chinese against the

Christian religion as manifested and ex-

emplified by the missionaries. That is not

true. It is true that the first outbreak was

against the missionaries, because the out-

break was against foreign interferences,

and it was easiest to attack those men
who were furthest in the Chinese nation.

- - - By agreeing to return the money that

we really ought not to have taken, the

indemnity, by the influence of our own

foreign missionaries there, and by the be-

lief in China that we are not there for

our exploitation or to appropriate juris-

diction territorially or otherwise, I think

we stand well in China to-day. I think

we stand in such a position that such a

movement as this (The Laymen’s Mission-

ary Movement), in order to raise m$ney

to increase the number of missionaries

and the number of nuclei of Christianity

and of civilization in that teeming popu-

lation of 450,000,000 is better to-day than

it ever was. Therefore such a movement

as this must enlist the sympathy and aid

of all who understand the great good that

these self-denying men who go so far to

accomplish their good are doing.

Testimony of Winston S. Church-

ill, M. P.

In an address at the opening of the

Orient in London, Mr. Churchill said:

There was a time when official author-

ity—and there are countries now where

official authority looks coldly and critically

upon missionary enterprise
;
but, speaking

as I can as one who has for two and a half

years been closely concerned in the ad-

ministration of our Colonial Empire, I

can say that the relations between gov-

ernors and officials of British possessions

and missionaries who are working in their

midst are improving every year and have

never been better than they are to-day.

It is only a few years since Sir George

Le Hunt said, speaking of British New
Guinea, “The Government owe everything

to the missions. I wish I could make you

fully realize what missions mean to the

Administration. It would have to be

doubled, perhaps quadrupled, in strength

if it were not for the little whitewashed

houses along the coast where missionaries

live. Every penny contributed to these

missions is a help to the King’s Govern-

ment; every penny spent by the mission-

aries saved pounds to the Administration,

for the missions bring peace and law and

order.”

And to that I will venture to add a tes-

timony which I can bring myself. I had

the opportunity and advantage last winter

of visiting Uganda. The missionary en-

terprise in many parts of the world has-

been crowned with success, and yet I sup-

pose that there is scarcely any part of the

world where that success has been more

fully or completely achieved than in the

kingdom of Uganda. There, in the heart

of Africa, plunged hundreds of miles

away in the center of that mysterious con-

tinent, you find a race of negroes docile,

peaceful, law-abiding and polite, of whom
a very great number have embraced the.

Christian faith and have abandoned their

native customs, deeply though they have

been ingrained in their nature, and where

more than 100,000 persons have been



208 Monographs.

taught to read and write without the State

contributing a penny, solely by the in-

fluence of missions. I spent a very busy

and very hot but a very happy day at

Campala, journeying from hilltop to hill-

top, and finding each hill crowned with

mission stations, hospitals, school houses

and with Christian churches; and I am
quite sure of this, that the Government

—

I do not mean a party Government—the

governing force in this country preserved

from year to year as represented by those

who are in charge of our interests in

Uganda, pay an unstinted tribute of grat-

itude and respect on purely secular

grounds, apart from all religious questions

altogether, to the missionaries through

whose aid the peaceful, docile people of

Uganda are being raised in social status.

The material services which missionary

work renders to the British Empire are

immense; but they can be appreciated.

The moral services which it renders are

far greater and can never be measured.

His Majesty the King disposes of immense

armies and fleets. Many thousands of

armed men watch every day over the peace

and order of his dominions; and yet, it is

not upon that armed force that the

strength and cohesion and health and life

of the British Empire depend. We know

perfectly well that if that were our only

foundation we should collapse and. perish,

and should vanish and fade into the mists

of the past, which have alread}'
- shrouded

and enclosed so many great and powerful

dominations.

BIBLE AND PULPIT: FORCES THAT
UPLIFT SOCIETY.

It is most encouraging to find among

the leading men of America some who

are not afraid to avow themselves on the

side of Christianity. The late Grover

Cleveland, who served his country eight

years as its Chief Magistrate, was well

acquainted with the principles that under-

lie the National Reform Movement, al-

ways had a warm welcome for its repre-

sentatives, and on one occasion had the

moral courage to call the people to worship

God on the Day of National Thanksgiving

through the mediation of the Lord Jesus

Christ. In a recent article, Dr. Buckley

pays this fine tribute to his memory

:

“As the years passed his fame grew; his

Presbyterian heredity asserted its primary

power; and nearly the last paragraph he

wrote for the public was a candid esti-

mate of the Bible, as the most inestimable

possession of men and nations. These are

his words, written March 14, 1908 : T
very much hope that in sending out this

book you will do something to invite more

attention among the masses of our people

to the study of the New Testament and

Bible as a whole. It seems to me that in

these days there is an unhappy falling off

in our appreciation of the importance of

this study. I do not believe, as a people,

that we can afford to allow our interest

in and veneration for the Bible to abate.

I look upon it as the source from which

those who study it in spirit and truth will

derive strength of character, a realization

of the duty of citizenship and a true ap-

prehension of the power and wisdom and

mercy of God/ ”

Another man of . the same stamp, and

perhaps even more outspoken in his re-

ligious convictions is W. J. Bryan, Demo-

cratic candidate for the Presidency, who

has recently put on record this high esti-

mate of the gospel ministry:

“I desire my minister to preach every

Sabbath the simple gospel. The ‘old, old

story* never wearies the average congre-

gation, if it comes from a devout mind,

with preparation in the message.

“My ideal sermon is one which has an

appeal to the unconverted and a spiritual

uplift for the Christian. I want my
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minister to be abreast of the times on all

new theological questions and research,

but I do not want him to bring them into

the pulpit.

"I have formed certain fixed views of

Christ, His gospel and the inspiration of

the Bible, from a careful reading of that

Book of books, and of the Shorter Cate-

chism, and it will not make me a better

Christian or profit my spiritual life to

unsettle these views by a discussion in the

pulpit of new theories of Christ and the

Holy Scriptures.

“Finally, I want my minister to act upon

the belief that Christ’s gospel is the surest

cure of all social and political evils, and

that his best method of promoting tem-

perance, social morality and good citizen-

ship is to bring men into the Church. In

a word, I want my minister to emphasize

in his life work the declaration of the

most successful preacher, Paul : ‘It

pleased God by the foolishness of preach-

ing to save them that believe/
”

A man who so highly appreciates

gospel preaching and the Church, and does

not hesitate to sit at public dinners with

an inverted wineglass before him, may be

safely trusted, if elected President of the

United States, to throw the influence of

his exalted position against civil and

social immorality, and in favor of the

righteousness that exalteth a nation.

THE OUTLOOK IN INDIA; NON-
MISSIONARY TESTIMONY.

—The following testimony to the “pro-

gress and promise” of missionary work in

India is taken from the seventeenth

chapter of “The Kingdom in India,” the

last volume from the pen of Rev. Jacob

Chamberlain, D.D., who died March 2,

1908, after forty-eight years of faithful

service.—

Let me give as succinctly as I can, first

the publicly-spoken testimony of govern-

ment officials in India, who, as a part of

their duty, travel extensively over the

provinces under them, and meet and dis-

cuss with all castes and classes of the

people their conditions and disabilities,

with a view to needed legislation for their

betterment, and so are competent thor-

oughly to gauge the present state and the

prospects of the various castes and re-

ligions in the different parts of India.

Some of these testimonies were given

several }’ears since, and their authors

would* doubtless make them still stronger

at the present day; but they are no less

valuable, as covering a longer period and

so are more progressive. Some of them

have been already widely published, but

that does not militate against their be-

ing now recalled and included in this

symposium of “independent non-mission-

ary witnesses.”

Lord Napier, then Governor of the

Madras Presidency, who had ‘observantly

traveled over most of its provinces, said

publicly, before laying down his office,

now years since: “The progress of Chris-

tianity is slow, but it is undeniable.”

Lord Lawrence, Governor-General of

India, but previously long time ruler of

the Panjab, said, in a public address:

“It was scarcely to be expected that in so

brief a time the idols of India would be

utterly abolished; the wonder rather is

that already there are so many indica-

tions that Hinduism is fast losing its

hold on the affections of the people.”

Sir Donald McLeod, later Governor of

the Punjab, said in an address: “The

work may be going on silently, but when

the process of undermining the mountain

of idolatry has been completed, the whole

may be expected to fall with rapidity and

crumble in the dust.”

Sir Herbert Edwards, Governor of the

Northwest Provinces, said: “I can per-

ceive the strongest indications of the
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people being on the march from the

stronghold of their own ideas. There is

a marked activity of thought in the edu-

cated classes of the Hindus
; a sudden

recognition that they are in the wrong,

or not quite right, and a desire to go on to

new things.”

Sir Alfred Lyall, a high government

official, speaking of the missionary out-

look in India, said: “India will be car-

ried swiftly through phases which have

•occupied long stages in the life time of

t other, nations.”

The more recent Director of Public In-

struction in the Madras Presidency, in his

late official report on “The Progress of

Education in the Madras Presidency,”

prepared after the last government census,

taken in 1901, and reviewing its statistics

of education in the presidency, wrote:

“If the percentage of increase during the

last twenty years be maintained, the

native Christian population will within

the next two generations have surpassed

the Brahman in education, in intelligence,

in material prosperity, and in official posi-

tion.”

The Metropolitan Bishop of India,

Calcutta, who in his supervisory duties

has traveled over all India, from the

Himalayas to Cape Comorin, in an ad-

dress in my hearing at a missionary meet-

ing, held by invitation of the Governor,

in the Durbar Hall of the Government

House at Darjeeling, told of the number

of educated native gentlemen he had met

in his extended journeys, who, to his

knowledge, were now privately but dili-

gently reading the Bible and endeavor-

ing to conform their lives to its precepts,

while still outwardly adhering to Hin-

duism, who, ere long, when the Spirit of

God should mightily move among them,

“would come over as a mighty host into

the Christian Church.”

He said that he came to India, in-

terested, indeed, in missions, but practi-

cally a pessimist as to their progress
; that

a decade of close observation had con-

verted him into an optimist, for the well-

marked indications now were that “India

would in the not very distant future be-

come an integral part of the Kingdom of

Christ.”

The Anglican Bishop of Madras, whose

work is chiefly for the Europeans scat-

tered all over the presidency, but who, in

his extended travels, has seen much of

the missionaries* work among the differ-

ent races of natives, and had sometimes

gone with them into their districts and

villages; said, in a sermon preached in

the Madras Cathedral after twenty-two

years of experience in India: “I have

visited village after village where the

Christians of low caste origin are the best

educated class in their region, and I feel

sure that, when the whole two millions

of those low castes are converted, they will

be raised from the bottom right up to the

top of the social scale, and form a mar-

velous witness to the power of Christ

such as no age has seen since the days of

the Apostles. - - - It is no vain dream

that within this present century India will

become a Christian land.”

The following from a well-known peri-

odical is significant : “When Bishop

Thoburn, of the American Methodist

Episcopal Church, went out to India as a

young missionary, forty years ago, a

certain
f
wise* European gentleman pointed

him to a brick pillar and said, ‘You

might as well undertake to make a Chris-

tian out of that pillar as out of these

people,* and behold! to-day not far from

3,000,000 native Christians are in that

same peninsula, and among them judges,

lawyers, physicians, editors, teachers, men

of business, etc., commanding the highest

respect and wielding the widest influ-

ence.**
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Sir Alexander McKenzie, recent Chief

Commissioner of the Central Provinces,

said : “The advance made in my time in

missions lias been substantial and en-

couraging. It is my firm belief that the

day of still better things is very close at

hand.”

Hosts more of such testimonies from

independent non-missionary observers,

long resident in India, could be adduced.

I content myself, however, with only one

more, but that is of special significance.

Sir Charles Elliot, when Governor of

the forty millions of Bengal, and after

nearly four decades of work and observa-

tion in all parts of India, said in my
hearing: “My long experience in India,

in the different presidencies and provinces,

has taught me that the British Govern-

ment in India cannot possibly do the

work which, in the providence of God, is

the only justification of our being here,

namely, the civilization, enlightenment

and uplifting of the whole people of

India, without the aid of the missionaries.

I view the missionary work as an indis-

pensable, unofficial, voluntary auxiliary of

the Government in carrying out in India

its highest aspirations, the ennobling of

the whole Hindu people.

“Extended observation has produced in

me the profound conviction that nothing

can lift these millions of Hindus up to

the standard of our western Christian

nations in probity, morality and noble-

ness of life, but the Gospel of Christ which

has lifted us up.

“I congratulate you that the last census

and the signs of the times all point to a

very positive and somewhat rapid progress

of the missionary work in India. There

is unquestionably an undercurrent work-

ing among the higher classes in Tndia to-

ward Christianity, in spite of all the open

manifestations against it. We may, with

confident expectation, look forward to the

day when all India shall bow at the feet

of Christ, who alone can uplift, purify

and save.”

These are the words of the experienced

Governor of one of the most populous

presidencies in India, spoken with the ut-

most publicity, and after nearly forty

years of travel and close observation over

all parts of the Peninsula, and where con-

sequently he could be answered if wrong.

Sir Charles points to a “positive and

somewhat rapid” progress of Christianity

at the present time. This will not be kept

up and developed, if the Church simply

dallies with missions in India. But if the

Church of God awakens to her oppor-

tunity and springs to the work, sending

forth the needed reinforcements to all its

missions, and, with the new Laymen’s

Movement, providing the necessary funds,

and, above all, if it utilizes its hidden

power in that irresistible energy of “Cove-

nanted intercessory prayer,” which mounts

to the Throne of God and then descends

upon India, there is no reason why the

work in India should not now be speedily

accomplished.

In view then of this emphatic and re-

cent testimony, and of those recorded be-

fore of observant and experienced states-

men who thoroughly know India and its

people, are we not fully warranted in dis-

regarding the croakings of the ephemeral

“globe-trotters,” who, after superficially

rushing through India, inspecting the

Taj, but not the missions, glibly write to

their journals that “Missions in India are

a dismal failure”; and are we not amply

justified in believing that “The Kingdoms

of this world [even including that in

India] shall speedily become the King-

doms of our Lord and His Christ?”

—

Dr.

Jacob Chamberlain.

DO LITTLE GIRLS COUNT?
At a recent commencement of the Nan-
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king Christian Girls’ School the church

building in which the exercises were held,

was crowded to the doors. The windows

were thrown open and the Chinese who

could not gain admittance, crowded

around those that they might see and

hear. The rich and influential men and

women of that important Chinese city had

eagerly responded to the invitations sent

them to be present on this occasion, and

tilled the main body of the building. For

the first time in China’s history, her lead-

ers are struggling with the problem of the

education of the hitherto despised half of

her race. They have become interested in

what missionaries are doing for China’s

womanhood. Clad in their silks, these

men and women walked into a Christian

church and listened with rapt, attention to

the programme of music, essays and

speeches in which a Christian tone was

dominant.

The last speaker on the programme was

a little ten-year-old girl, whose part it was

to explain the purpose of Christian Mis-

sions in opening schools for girls. She

spoke to an audience, the large part of

which were atheists or idolaters. Many
of them had sanctioned the frequent prac-

tice in China of destroying their girl

babies. Had she told them her own his-

tory, it would have, in an even more strik-

ing way, explained the aipi of missions.

She herself had been thrown out by her

parents and left to die. Had it not been

for the work of missionaries she would

have long since been lost in the multitude

of babes destroyed by the practice of in-

fanticide.

Mrs. Shi, of the Yu-ho-ts village in

Anhwin Province, is as consecrated a

woman as can be found in the Church of

Christ. Yet twenty years ago she was no

better than the mass of ignorant, super-

stitious and immoral women found in

China.

About ten years ago she was going

down to the stream back of her home to

wash the rice for the morning meal.

Down by the edge of the stream she found

the body of a new-born girl babe with its

little *limbs immersed in the edge of the

cold stream. In the darkness of the night

it had been rolled down the bank by

heartless parents, they expecting that it

would roll into the water and be drowned.

They had not quite succeeded in their

plan, but the cold water and chilly night

air had well-nigh accomplished the task.

A heathen woman would likely have

glanced around to see if any one were

looking, and then kicked the body into the

stream. A new-born love in Mrs. Shi’s

heart caused her to pick up the half life-

less form, and hurry with it back to her

rooms. She worked over it for hours un-

til the blood once more circulated through

the sluggish veins, and a hungry cry re-

warded her work. v

Perhaps Mrs. Shi would have stojaped

appalled at the task before her had she

taken time to think, but she was too busy

saving life to think. Xot till life was

once more freely flowing through the lit-

tle body did she stop to consider what she

had doue and face the future. How she

succeeded in carrying that little one

through the following }’ears will always

be a mystery and a matvel.

The Chinese in that part of the coun-

try have cows, but they have never used

them but as plow animals. The people

neither drink milk nor eat butter. Pre-

pared' foods are a product of more ad-

vanced countries and are practically un-

known to the Chinese. The only food

they have ever developed for feeding babes

who have been robbed of their natural

birthright is rice water or rice gruel.

But with these accessories Mrs. Shi

started, undaunted in her task of saving

a castaway babe. From kind missionary
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friends she could at times obtain con-

densed milk. Many, many times during

the first year or two did she go up to

some Chinese mother with that babe in

her* arms and plead that it might for a

time lie upon a life-giving mother’s breast.

She called the little one “Little Love.”

She poured upon her the wealth of a

mother affection. Xo trial seemed too

hard, no task too great, if it would min-

ister toward preserving the life of this

bade, denied, as it was, of its rightful

heritage.

Here in that church, ten years later.

Little Love stood upon the platform be-

fore the great men and elegant women of

Yanking. It was through the grace of

God that she was there. She who had

been cast out by her own parents at birth,

who had been caught up and nurtured by

one clothed in the body of despised

womanhood; who had been educated and

refined by Christianity; she. Little Love,

is an emblem of the new girlhood soon to

be given to the other half of China’s little

ones when Christ comes to reign there.

—

Dr. Osqood's Breakinq Down Chinese

Walls.

“TOO TIRED TO GO TO CHURCH.”
That’s sheer nonsense. There isn’t a

place on the continent so restful as the

church. You are going to lie around

the house all day; snooze in a hammock;
loll in a rocking chair; go to sleep over a

book. That isn’t resting, that’s loafing.

Tell yourself honestly—you like to think

you are honest—did you ever in your life

see a loafer who looked rested? Did you

ever see a loafer who didn’t look tired all

the time ? The people who try to rest are

always tired. Resting is the hardest work

in the world, when }
rou make work out

of it.

About a year ago I stopped in a Boston

street to watch a group of laborers. It

Avas noon hour. They had been at work

all the morning digging a sewer excava-

tion. They had eaten their dinners from

the little tin pails, and now they were

“resting.” Some of them were pitching

quoits, and others were putting the shot

with a great round boulder. They were

workingmen “resting.” And sitting on

the curbstone watching them—too lazy to

even stand up and look at them, their lazy

chins resting on their lazy hands, and

their lazy elbows supported on their lazy

knees—were the loafers who had been

watching them work all the morning.

These fellows were too tired even to join

the games by which the workers rested

themselves.

You have no need to loaf all day

Sabbath. Two hours in church; two hours

of the quiet; the sermon; the reading;

the uplift which comes from the new

channels into which your thought, your

mind is led, will rest you more, physically,

morally, intellectually, than will all the

day spent in trying to “rest.”

—

Robert J.

Burdette in the Sunday School Times.

9t* Vs®

The total receipts for the Semi-Centennial Fund were

$10,393.68 on August 10, 1908 ,
an increase of only $222.34

since June 8, 1908. At this rate many of us shall have fallen

asleep before the balance is raised and the full amount of

$25,000 is reported in the treasury.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

No news more startling has come from

Turkey within recent years than the action

of the Sultan in the establishment of par-

liamentary government. The missionary

world is not inclined to give Abdul

Hamud much credit for sincerity in his

proclamations, but the disturbed condition

of the Empire, the flattering congratula-

tions of European Powers, and a convic-

tion that the loyalty of his most valuable

subjects depends on his firmness, may
hold him true, for a time at least, to his

avowedly good intentions. His naturally

hostile attitude to Christianity, and con-

sequent tricker}^ in dealing with questions

relating to missionary work in his domin-

ions, do not hold out much of promise

and encouragement. But, if religious lib-

erty is included in what he calls his "firm

resolves,” and a wider door is thus opened

for preaching the gospel and some meas-

ure of protection afforded its messengers,

the new movement is only another proof

that the enthroned Redeemer is wiser than

earthly Potentates, and will overrule their

selfish schemes for the spread of the truth

and the establishment of the Kingdom.

The Mediator wears the crown of uni-

versal authority, and no number of im-

perial declarations of good faith can save

Islamism from its predicted overthrow.

The bearing of this movement upon the

operations of the Church in Syria and

Asia Minor will be watched with absorb-

ing interest.

The Corresponding Secretary of the

Board of Foreign Missions requests us to

direct attention to the calls issued last

month for a, minister for Cyprus and a

teacher for Latakia, Syria. (See Olive

Trees for August, 1908, p. 189.) If Rev.

W. McCarroll is successful in establishing

a school in Larnaca this autumn, it will be

necessary, in the interests of the Mis^on,

that he should have assistance. As his

time will be largely occupied with his

duties as principal of the school and his

missionary work in the town, there should

be some one on the ground at once to

visit the outstations and preach the gospel

MISS FLORENCE MAY ELSEY.

in other parts of the island. Scarcely less

imperative is the immediate appointment

of another American teacher to assist in

the school work in Northern Syria.

The ministers and the young women of

the Church should consider these calls to

service and remember their responsibili-

ties.

On Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1908, unless
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unforeseen circumstances shall prevent, the

S.S. Mauretania, of the Cunard Line, will

have on its list of passengers three new

missionaries from the Reformed Presby-

terian Church to its Missions in the

Levant. Rev. and Mrs. Robert E. Will-

son, both eminently fitted by character,

disposition and education for missionary

work, will then leave for their field of

labor in Asia Minor. In their company

will be Miss Florence Ma}r Elsey, daugh-

Master, she seems admirably equipped for

foreign missionary service.

The Board of Foreign Missions recom-

mends to missionary societies and the

young people of the Church for use in

mission study classes

—

The Unfinished Task. By James L. Bar-

ton, D.D., 12 mo., 211 pages. Paper,

35 cents; Cloth, 50 cents, including

postage or expressage.

REV. ROBERT E. WILLSON.

ter of a beloved minister of the Coven-

anter Church, on her way to Northern

Syria, where she will be employed as

Head Nurse in the Latakia Hospital. An
experienced teacher, a graduate of the

school for nurses connected with the Pres-

byterian Hospital of Chicago, to some ex-

tent familiar with slum work in that city,

and ready to use her professional training

and experience subject to the orders of the

MRS. ROBERT E. WILLSON.

All orders accompanied with money,

either in postal orders or New York

drafts, should be sent to

R. M. SOMMERVILLE,
325 West 56th Street,

New York,

who will see that the books are promptly

forwarded to the purchasers. But please

do not send local checks, unless ten cents

is added to cover exchange.
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We urge the purchase and careful

study of this book, as better adapted than

any other with which we are familiar to

give a correct idea of the history, present

condition and outlook of the missionary

enterprise.

In “Suggestions for Teachers,” which

will be enclosed with each book or pack-

age of books sent out, will be found a list

of auxiliary volumes, with net cost.

In case there are advanced classes that

can master more than one volume in the

year, we advise them, after having com-

pleted “The Unfinished Task,” to order

Islam: A Challenge to Faith. By Samuel

M. Zwemer, M.A., D.D., F.R.G.S. Sta-

tistical tables, maps, charts, index,

bibliography. Paper, 35 cents; Cloth,

50 cents.

In a recent letter, Rev. J. Boggs Dodds,

of Sterling, Kansas, refers to having met

the author on his way home from Synod.

“We met him,” he writes, “on the train,

and soon exchanged Arabic greetings.

Our acquaintance was purely accidental,

some would say, but we feel that it was

one of the special privileges the Lord

gives His children at times. Our con-

versation was about that greatest of all

mission problems—the conversion of the

Mohammedan world. And Dr. Zwemer

told us of his book.”

Having examined a copy that the pub-

lisher sent him, Mr. Dodds writes: “It

is most intensely interesting. I wish very

much that* our Young People’s Unions

could make a study of this subject. This

book is admirably fitted for a text-boqk.

Its table of contents and its index are

both full and directful to a student.

“When one considers that Christianity

overthrew Rome, the world’s most power-

ful government, extended its teachings to

the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic Oceans,

created an extensive literature, the best

that the world had known, why did it

lose all the vast Continent of Asia ?

“Vast millions of revered saints, jinn

and welys, sacred groves, holy cairns built

of stone; the unity of God is older than

Mohammed in Arabia; the Jews were a

problem before the Prophet of Arabia

arose; fireless, bloody sacrifices were com-

mon; do we want to investigate these and

many other most interesting questions?

This book makes them clear. One ad-

mirable feature of this work is that it

shows how Islam is still an aggressive

factor in mission work. For every single

convert from Islam to Christianity, the

followers of the false prophet win a thou-

sand from paganism to their faith. An-

other very interesting question treated in

this book is the status of woman before

and after the rise of Islam. A chief at-

traction in this volume is the very exten-

sive bibliography appended. Almost every

conceivable subject related in any way to

Islam is mentioned, and the books treating

of that special subject are minutely sug-

gested.”

Among the leading publications that

should be consulted in the study of this

Moslem problem are:

The Mohammedan World of To-day, the

Cairo conference papers. Edited by Drs.

Barton, Zwemer and Wherry. Price, $ l .50

net.

Our Moslem Sisters. Edited by Annie

Van Sommer. Price, $1.25 net.

Islam and Christianity. By E. M.

Wherry, D.D. Price, $1.25 net; and

Arabia, The Cradle of Islam. By S. M.

Zwemer, D.D., F.R.G.S. Price, $2.00 net.

These volumes can be obtained from the

Fleming H. -Reveil Co., and have already

been recommended to the readers of Olive

Trees as of special value to students.
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WILLIAM R. JENKINS,
ulollslier, Bookseller, Stationer andl I

Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

851 <fc 853 SIXTH AVENUE,

rlnter.

N. W. Cor. 48th Street, MEW YORK.
Card Engraving, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

PICTURES AMD F3 I G T U R El FRAMING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Ttltphtm , 2700 Worth. Establish'd 1800 .

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS
FOR SPECTACLES

21 West 42d Street, New York Telephone, 2533 BryaDt

1215 Bedford Avenue, bet. Halsey and Hancock Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y.

JAM S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg,
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY, BOOK
OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CONFESSION
OF FAITH, GLASGOW’S HISTORY OF THE CHURCH,
TALES OF COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, RO-
MANISM ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WRITE F'OFR PRICES


